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	Abraham – Father of the Jewish people
	LESSON

	
	8

	This lesson looks at the life of a very important man in the Bible - Abraham. Abraham lived about 4000 years ago. Why should we be interested in someone who lived 4000 years ago? We are interested in Abraham because God was interested in Abraham. We are also interested in all of Abraham's children that are still in the world today. God has promised that everyone who wants to be a child of Abraham can be one, and receive God's love and care for all time.

Abraham was the father of the people known as Jews, Hebrews, Israelites or Israelis. The Jewish people live in almost every country of the world, and today many live in the country we know as Israel.
Abraham - chosen by God
Abraham came from a place called Ur, near the Persian Gulf. At this time, the people of Ur did not worship God. They worshipped gods made of wood and stone - statues and idols. They worshipped the sun, the moon and the stars. One day, God spoke to Abraham, and told him to leave Ur with his family and go to a special land that God would show him. We don't know how Abraham knew about God. The Bible does not tell us.

What would you have done if God had spoken to you? Would you have believed God? Would you have left your home and gone somewhere that you have never heard of? Well, Abraham did, and his action is called "faith". Abraham believed what God told him, and together with his wife, his parents, his brothers and all their possessions, they left Ur and travelled north along the two rivers. They stopped at a place called Haran. The family stayed at Haran for a long time. Abraham’s father died there.

But God spoke to Abraham again, and told him to leave his family behind, and to go down to the land known as Canaan, the land we know today as Israel. Abraham left Haran and travelled down to Canaan. He took with him his wife Sarah, all his sheep and cattle, and his nephew Lot.
The promise to Abraham

Many things happened to Abraham in Canaan. We shall look at some of these things in a few moments. However, we must remember that Abraham was chosen by God. Abraham believed that God would do what He promised. Let's look at some verses in Genesis. Chapter 18:18-19

"Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. For I (God) have chosen Abraham, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what He has promised him."

God promised that Abraham would become a great nation. However, at the time, Abraham and his wife Sarah had no children. It was not until Abraham was 99 years old that Isaac his son was born. This showed Abraham's great faith in God. 
A summary of Abraham’s life

Abraham's life is full of interesting events. 

· Abraham nearly loses his beautiful wife to the King of Egypt. Genesis 12:10-20 

· Abraham divides up the land with his nephew Lot. Genesis 13:5-12 

· Abraham has a son by a second wife, because he was impatient to have the son that God had promised. Genesis 16

· Abraham's original name was Abram. God changes his name to Abraham. Genesis 17:5

· Three angels (or messengers) from God visit Abraham, and tell him that he and Sarah would have a son, even though they were too old to have children. Genesis 18:10

· The wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed by God. Genesis 18:16-33 and 19:29

· Isaac, the promised son is born. Genesis 21:1-7 

· God tests Abraham by asking him to kill his son as a sacrifice. Genesis 22:1-19 

· Abraham dies at the age of 175 years. Genesis 25:7-8.

An interesting life, in which we can clearly see God at work!

In God's book the Bible, we can look at the New Testament and see that it talks about Abraham and what he did, even though it was thousands of years later.

1. Look at John 8:53, where the Jews in the time of Jesus talk about "our father Abraham".

2. Abraham's life is an example of faith in Hebrews 11:8-12. 

What is really important about Abraham is that God made special promises to him, and these promises are important to every Christian. Next lesson we shall look at these promises.

Summary
· Abraham lived about 4000 years ago. He was born in the city called Ur.

· God spoke to Abraham, and told him to go to the land we know as Israel.

· Abraham believed God (this is called ‘faith’) and went to that land.
· Abraham’s life shows us how God is working with each of  us..

	Coding
Underlined words have been broken down into syllables in the right hand column to assist with pronunciation.
The red arrow head Indicates there is a definition of the preceding word in the right hand column.

Pronunciation
Ab-ra-ham
Pronunciation
He-brews
Wor-shipped
Respect or veneration is paid to a power or being that is regarded as being divine (a god).

Faith
Reliance or trust in something; belief in religious doctrines.
Pronunciation
pos-ses-sions
Pronunciation
Ca-naan
Pronunciation
house-hold
Pronunciation
im-pa-tient
Pronunciation
mes-sen-ger
Pronunciation
Go-mor-rah
Pronunciation
in-ter-est-ing
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