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	The Lord’s Prayer
	LESSON

	
	31


	Your Kingdom come

We are asking God to set up the Kingdom on earth that He has promised He will. Jesus Christ will be the King of the world. We are asking God to set up this Kingdom as soon as possible.

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven
We know that God rules in heaven. Everything in heaven is under His control, and all of His angels there know, serve and honour God. On the earth, things are not that way. God is in control, but many, many people have no idea who God is, or if they do, they are not interested in His way. When we pray "your will be done on earth", we are asking God to take complete control of the earth like He has complete control of heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

In his prayer, Jesus can see that what we need and what we want are different things. Each day, we need food and drink, we need a place to live. "Give us our daily bread" means asking God for what we need to keep us alive. We do not ask God for beautiful clothes, fast cars, huge houses, big bank accounts. These can be things we want, but they are not what we need. Now God may give us more than what we need. What we have to do is to share the good things that God has given with those who do not have much. By saying, "give us this day our daily bread", we are asking God to keep us happy and alive as we serve Him. And this He will do if we trust Him.

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us
We often disobey God. We do not always keep His laws. Our sins keep us separated from God. All we can do is ask God to forgive us because of the work of Jesus. The death of Jesus means that our sins can be forgotten by God if we ask Him to. But there is something else that is important - God will only forgive us if we will forgive those who do bad things to us. The Christian must have a forgiving nature. He or she must always be willing to forgive the bad things done by others to them. Before God can forgive us, we must forgive others.

And lead us not into temptation

When we sin and do the wrong thing, it is often because we are somewhere we should not be. Are we in a place where good people live, and where God is respected? If we spend our time with the wrong people, then we cannot blame God when we sin. This part of the prayer asks God to keep us far away from places where we should not be, where we may do things that God would not be pleased about.

But deliver us from evil.

The world can be a dangerous place. There are wicked people everywhere. We ask God to carry us away from the evil in the world and to keep us safe. It does not mean that the Christian never feels pain - but he is protected because of his relationship to Jesus Christ.

For yours is the Kingdom, the power and the glory. Forever.
The prayer closes with the confidence we have that the Kingdom of God will soon come on the earth. God will take over the corrupt governments of the world and there will be peace and harmony for all peoples of the earth. This is when Jesus Christ becomes King of the World, reigning from the city of Jerusalem. This Kingdom will never end. It will last for all time.

Amen

"Amen" is a Latin word that means "so be it", or "let it be so". We usually say this word at the end of any prayer; the word shows that we leave the answer to the prayer to God. Maybe He will answer our requests - maybe He will not. But as God is greater than ourselves, we have to leave all the future in His hands.

You have learnt something about prayer, and about the Lord's Prayer. When you say this prayer later on, you can understand a little more of what it means. When you are alone, you can read this prayer and know that God is listening to you.
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