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	The times of the Judges
	LESSON

	
	16



	Gideon

Gideon was the most famous Judge. He was chosen by God to save the Israelites from the people known as Midianites. The Midianites were a nomadic people who rode in from the desert on camels, destroying crops and animals. The Israelites were terrified of the Midianites, and they would hide in the mountains when the Midianite army came. 

Gideon was able to destroy the Midianite army with God’s help. He sent messengers to the other Israelites to help. In the end, he chose 300 men to fight against an army with thousands of soldiers. The Bible tells how one night Gideon and his men surrounded the Midianite army while they were sleeping. At a signal from Gideon, the three hundred men blew trumpets, held up fire torches and shouted as loud as they could. The Midianites thought a huge army was there, and they were so terrified that they started to kill each other. Many more ran back to their own country. The power of Midian was broken, and there was peace in Israel for 40 years.

Many years later, the New Testament part of the Bible talked about the bravery of the Judges. It says that they could do all these great things because they believed that God would help them. We have to learn that God will help us. Not to fight battles, but to keep us safe, and to bring us to the Kingdom of God to come soon on the earth.

Hebrews 11:32-34:

“And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.” NKJV

	The Judges 1
Name
Years of
service 2
Othniel
40
Ehud
80
Shamgar
-
Deborah
40
Gideon
40
Abimelech
3
Tola
23
Jair
22
Jephthah
6
Ibzan 

7
Elon
10
Abdon
8
Samson
20
Eli
40
1 The Judges led the Israelites during the period 1420 to 1000 B.C. (circa)
2 This column gives the years of service of each judge during the periods of peace.
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